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CURRENT CROP CONDITIONS
Lubbock County IPM program fields are ranging from
cotyledon to five true leaves.  The health of program
fields varies just as much as the phenology.  Several
program fields are trying to recover from recent hail
events with conditions of cool wet weather.  Most
program fields have symptoms of the cotton seedling
disease complex of  rhizoctonia,  pythium or 
thielaviospsis.  Basically, the standard fungicide

treatments are keeping
the plants alive
compared to fields with
no protection.  
Producers who have run
rotary hoes with tension
on top of the seed bed
have helped alleviate
some of the plant
decline due to the

seedling disease complex.  What we really need is warm
and slightly dryer conditions which will drastically
improve the health of the crop.  Speaking of warm
weather, it is no surprise that we are behind in heat unit
accumulation.  With that said, as a whole the scouting
program is not that far behind where we were in 03, 04,
05 and 06. 

WHAT THE SCOUTS ARE FINDING
We are finding thr ips
ranging from zero to over
three per leaf.  Once
populations start to build, we
get a rain event and the
thrips populations have to
start over.  We are starting to

pick up immature thrips in most fields which is an
indication that the seed treatments and soil applied
insecticides are no longer providing protection. 
With the cool weather we are experiencing, the
cotton is not adding nodes as fast as we would like
and frequent monitoring of fields for this pest is
crucial.  

The next obvious pest we are
finding are saltmarsh
caterpillars.  Due to the wet
environment and the plethora of
weed hosts, every program field
has at least one of  these

caterpillars crawling through it.  I would like to
say that the caterpillars are only on the field
margins, but we are finding them in the center of
fields.  The bright side is that we are finding them
in very low numbers in Lubbock County and have
not noticed any appreciable damage.  Bollguard I
and II and Widestrike cottons are reportedly safe
from feeding damage.  The distinguishing

characteristics of this
caterpillar are clear as most of
you have notice the large
hairy worms crawling across
your farms.  The adult is a
moth that is white with black
spots and is often referred to
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as the tiger moth.  Most of the cotton field guides say
that if large numbers are damaging seedling cotton then
treatment is warranted.  How many is a “ large number”
is probably just based on damage.  Very little research
has been conducted on this pest so we do not have a
suitable economic threshold or treatment threshold.  So,
if you see a horde of these large hairy caterpillars feeding
on your cotton, give me a call and we will assess the
damage and discuss treatment options.  


