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CURRENT CROP CONDITIONS
Most of the area has received rain ranging from

0.4 to 2.5 inches this past week.  Program cotton fields
are ranging from two true leaves (replant) to match head
square with 11 total nodes.  Square sets are ranging from
98 to 100 percent with most of the program fields having
anywhere from 2 to six squares per plant.  Compared to
previous years, the cotton crop is only one node behind,
but plant height is shorter.  Basically, most of you have
10 node plants that are 6 inches tall.  

The time has arrived for most of you to finish
applying your nitrogen.  With this last series of rain,
many of you are reluctant to start your wells and apply
your fertilizer through the pivot or drip.  I can see your
point but do not wait until full 1/3 grown square or
bloom to decide to put out your nitrogen.  I would like to
see the remaining balance of your nitrogen applied
before bloom.  Bottom line, when you see the first
bloom on the plant the total fruit load on that plant at
that time is what you will potentially put in the basket. 
If you do not want to “ fire up”  your irrigation systems,
then apply your nitrogen with a knifing rig on the side of
the bed preferably in the wet row or in the tape row.  In
my opinion, the nitrogen should still go out through the
tape on drip fields regardless of the amount of rainfall. 
Slinging dry fertilizer is another option but a few points
to consider with this option is continued rainfall.  If the

rains stop, then half of your fertilizer is in the dry
rows.  

Grain sorghum fields are ranging from
four true leaves to 10 true leaves  with little or no
pest problems to report.  

WHAT THE SCOUTS ARE FINDING
Cotton:  Cotton fleahoppers are still being found
in light populations in all fields.   As I have
already mentioned, square sets are running from

98 to 100 percent.  Remember,
dur ing the first week of
squar ing the threshold is 25
to 30 cotton fleahoppers per
100 terminals combined with
less than 90 percent square

set.  Dur ing the second week of squar ing the
threshold is 25 to 30 cotton fleahoppers per  100
terminals combined with less than 85 percent
square set.  Star ting with the third week of
squar ing up to first bloom, the threshold is 25
to 30 cotton fleahoppers per  100 terminals
combined with less than 75 percent square set.  

In addition to light fleahopper
infestations, we are finding
hot spots of cotton aphids. 
Most of these infestations are
being cleaned up by beneficial
activity, but we find new areas
of aphid infestations in most
fields every week.  Now
finding aphids this early in the
season is nothing new but it

does raise concern with what might happen later
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in the season.  Another concern I have with this pest
revolves around nitrogen fertilization.  With the wet
conditions we are experiencing I know that we will have
late nitrogen applications going into bloom which will
result in an appreciable nitrogen load still present in the
field during boll fill which is an excellent recipe for

extremely high aphid populations late
in the season.   

Grain Sorghum: We are still finding
very light populations of corn leaf
aphids in the whorl and very light

infestations of Fall armyworm and corn earworm feeding
in the whorls.  

Suggested Insecticides for control of cotton fleahoppers and Lygus.

Formulated amount per acre

Insecticide Fleahopper Lygus

Address® 75S 4 - 5.33 oz. 10.66 - 21.33 oz

Address® 90S 3.34 - 4 oz 9 - 17.77

Orthene® 90S 3.34 - 4 oz 9 - 17.77

Orthene® 97 3.10 - 3.71 oz 8 - 16 oz

Intruder 70 WP 0.6-1.1 oz ----

Capture® 2E ---- 2.6 - 6.4 oz

Baythroid® 2E ---- 1.6 - 2.6 oz

Leverage® 2.7SE ---- 3.75 oz

Karate® 1E ---- 2.56 - 3.84 oz

Karate® 2.08 CS ---- 1.28 - 1.92 oz

Ammo® 2.5 E ---- 2 - 5 oz

Decis® 1.5 E ---- 1.11 - 1.62 oz

Lorsban® 4E 6 - 16 oz ----

Bidrin® 8E 0.8 - 3.2 oz 8 oz

Dimethoate® 2.67E 5.3 - 10.5 oz 10.7 oz

Dimethoate® 4E 4 - 8 oz 8 oz

Dimethoate® 5E 3.2 - 6.4 oz 6.4 oz

Asana XL® 0.66E ---- 5.8 - 9.6 oz

Proaxis 0.5 E ---- 2.56 - 3.84 oz

Prolex 1.25 E ---- 1.02 - 1.54 oz

Provado® 1.6F 3.75 oz 3.75 oz

Trimax 4F 1.5 oz

Steward® 1.25SC 9.2 - 11.3 oz ----

Lannate® 2.4LV 6 - 12 oz 0.75 pt

Methyl Parathion 4E 3.2 oz 1 - 2 pts

Vydate® 2L 1 pt 1 pt

Vydate® 3.77 C-LV 8.5 oz 12.7 - 34.0oz

Centric 40 WG 1.25-2.5 oz

Parathion 8E ---- 8 - 16 oz

Scout®X-tra 0.9E ---- 2.28 - 2.84 oz

Fury® 1.5 E ---- 2.99 - 4.26 oz

The use of synthetic pyrethroid insecticides may increase
cotton aphid numbers


