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CURRENT CROP CONDITIONS
Cotton is ranging from 4 true leaves to 12 nodes

with 1/3 grown squares.  Most of the producers in the
program are applying much needed nitrogen to fields
that were not fertilized before planting.  It is very easy to
tell which fields have been fertilized and the fields
which are running short.  Cotton fleahopper numbers are
increasing across Lubbock County with several program
fields exceeding threshold.  

Program grain sorghum is ranging from 6 leaves
to boot with few pest problems to report at this time.  

WHAT THE SCOUTS ARE FINDING
Cotton:  Cotton fleahoppers are now being found in all

program scouting fields ranging
from 4 to 90 per 100 plants.   Square
sets are ranging from 100 to 70% 
across all fruiting sites.  We are
seeing a pattern to these infestations,
with the higher populations of

fleahoppers  being found in cotton with 10 or more
nodes and with a height to node ratio that is higher than
0.5 inches.  Basically, we are finding fleahoppers in the
tall healthy cotton which is growing adjacent to a weed
source.  For control, most of the producers are using the
4 ounce rate of Orthene, but I hear rumors of producers
mixing a pyrethroid into the mix to control lygus,
caterpillars, stink bugs etc. etc.  Now we are finding very

light populations of lygus in most fields and we
are seeing one or two bollworms and stink bugs
per day but I do not think that these populations

warrant an application of a
pyrethroid especially when every
program field has a population of
cotton aphids.   To refresh your
memory, the quickest way to create
an economic infestation of cotton
aphids is to use  pyrethroid
insecticides.  We are not finding

very many fleahopper nymphs at this time, but I
feel fairly certain that the nymph numbers will
start to increase fairly rapidly.  Most of you are in
your third week of squaring so the threshold will
be 25 to 30 cotton fleahoppers per  100
terminals combined with less than 75 percent
square set.  Now, do not be overly concerned if
your square sets went from 100 to 70%.  The plant
will make more.  Many of you had six to seven
fruiting sites per plant and if you average one
missing square per plant then your square set will
drop to 83 to 86 percent.  My point is, we can
easily go into bloom with a 90 percent square if
you start with a 50 percent square set today.  

Grain Sorghum: We are still
finding very light populations of
corn leaf aphids in the whorl and
very light infestations of Fall
armyworm and corn earworm

feeding in the whorls.  However, we are starting
top pick up Fall armyworm egg masses on the
leaves.  These egg masses are difficult to detect
and if we are finding them, then it makes me
wonder what is the “ real”  population is within the



Educational programs of the Texas Agricultural Extension Service are open to all citizens without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age or national origin. The information given herein
is for educational purposes only. References to commercial products or trade names are made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Texas Agricultural
Extension Service is implied. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating

Brant Baugh
Extension Agent - Integrated Pest Management

Lubbock County

field.  Bottom line, do not be surprised if
you start seeing a significant increase in
the number of whorl feeding caterpillars
in the next five days or so.  

Suggested Insecticides for control of cotton fleahoppers and Lygus.

Formulated amount per acre

Insecticide Fleahopper Lygus

Address® 75S 4 - 5.33 oz. 10.66 - 21.33 oz

Address® 90S 3.34 - 4 oz 9 - 17.77

Orthene® 90S 3.34 - 4 oz 9 - 17.77

Orthene® 97 3.10 - 3.71 oz 8 - 16 oz

Intruder 70 WP 0.6-1.1 oz ----

Capture® 2E ---- 2.6 - 6.4 oz

Baythroid® 2E ---- 1.6 - 2.6 oz

Leverage® 2.7SE ---- 3.75 oz

Karate® 1E ---- 2.56 - 3.84 oz

Karate® 2.08 CS ---- 1.28 - 1.92 oz

Ammo® 2.5 E ---- 2 - 5 oz

Decis® 1.5 E ---- 1.11 - 1.62 oz

Lorsban® 4E 6 - 16 oz ----

Bidrin® 8E 0.8 - 3.2 oz 8 oz

Dimethoate® 2.67E 5.3 - 10.5 oz 10.7 oz

Dimethoate® 4E 4 - 8 oz 8 oz

Dimethoate® 5E 3.2 - 6.4 oz 6.4 oz

Asana XL® 0.66E ---- 5.8 - 9.6 oz

Proaxis 0.5 E ---- 2.56 - 3.84 oz

Prolex 1.25 E ---- 1.02 - 1.54 oz

Provado® 1.6F 3.75 oz 3.75 oz

Trimax 4F 1.5 oz

Steward® 1.25SC 9.2 - 11.3 oz ----

Lannate® 2.4LV 6 - 12 oz 0.75 pt

Methyl Parathion 4E 3.2 oz 1 - 2 pts

Vydate® 2L 1 pt 1 pt

Vydate® 3.77 C-LV 8.5 oz 12.7 - 34.0oz

Centric 40 WG 1.25-2.5 oz

Parathion 8E ---- 8 - 16 oz

Scout®X-tra 0.9E ---- 2.28 - 2.84 oz

Fury® 1.5 E ---- 2.99 - 4.26 oz

The use of synthetic pyrethroid insecticides may increase
cotton aphid numbers


