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piercing and sucking 
mouthparts.   Adults are 
winged and capable of 
drifting long distances in 
the wind.  Immature 

thrips are similar to adults but are 
smaller and wingless.  Thrips attack 
leaves, leaf buds and very small 
squares and may cause a silvering of 
the lower leaf surface, deformed or 
blackened leaves, and terminal loss.  
Thrips damage is most evident when 
small cotton is growing slowly.  Thrips 
damage often is further compounded 
by plant damage resulting from rain, 
wind, blowing sand and diseases.  
Research has shown that the 
application of foliar sprays after 
significant thrips damage has occurred 
generally does not result in increased 
yields.   Thrips often infest the folded 
small leaves of the plant terminal and 
are difficult to count unless the terminal 
area is dissected.  This is especially 
true during rainy, windy conditions.  
The decision to apply insecticide 
should be based on the number of 
thrips present and the stage of plant 
development.  The number of thrips per 
plant to use as a treatment level 
increases as plants add more leaves.  
Control may be justified when the 
average number of thrips counted per 
plant is equal to the number of true 
leaves present at the time of 
inspection.  One thrips per plant should 
be used as the treatment level from 
plant emergence, through the 
cotyledon stage, to the first true leaf.  If 
there was a soil applied or seed 

treatment applied previously there must 
be 30% or more immature thrips 
present  to  jus t i f y  t rea tment .  
Inspections should begin once cotton 
has reached approximately 50 percent 
stand emergence.  Insecticidal control 
is rarely justified once plants reach the 
5- to 7-true-leaf stage, or when plants 
begin to square.   
 

Regulated Herbicides 
Because of their potential to cause 
adverse effects to nontargeted 
vegetation, all herbicide products 
containing 2-4D, MPCA, dicamba, or 
quinclorac alone or in mixtures, are  
classified as regulated herbicides when 
distributed in containers of a capacity 
larger than one quart for liquid material 
or two pounds for dry or solid material.  
Applicators must obtain a spray permit 
from their regional TDA office before 
the application is made. Permits expire 
when acreage is sprayed or within 180 
days.  The TDA regional office at 
Lubbock can be reached at 806-799-
8555. 
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