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COTTON

Blooms were found in the Cotton Center
area on July 11 and in the Edmonson area on July
12.  These blooms were in early planted cotton.
Many fields should be entering bloom stage next
week based on large squares found in fields.

With the recent moisture,  cotton continues
to grow rapidly.  A few growers are now applying
plant  growth regulators to manage plant height.
   

Cotton fleahopper populations are somewhat
less than last week, probably due to the excellent
spider population in cotton.  Many of the 1st instar
nymphs have not made it to later nymphal stages.
Counts have ranged from 0 to 65 per 100 plants.  In
most cases percent square sets have exceeded 80%.
Observations in fields where acephate (Orthene,
Address) has been applied have shown excellent
control of  fleahopper nymphs and adults.  

Lygus bugs are present in many fields, but
in most have remained far below economic
threshold.  As we move into the bloom period we
generally see an increase in Lygus populations.
Lygus species can damage cotton in the square,
bloom and early boll stage.  This differs from
cotton fleahopper which confines its damage to
small squares and usually is not a great concern
once we move in to bloom, especially if square sets
have been high prior to bloom. 

False chinch bugs have again been found in
many area cotton fields over the past week.  So far
damage has been light with larger cotton able to
tolerate fairly high populations.  

 

The false chinch bug feeds on many plant species
and is usually found moving from wheat stubble,
pastures and weedy areas into cotton and other field
crops as these source areas dry down.

Beet armyworms continue to be found
feeding on cotton foliage.  In general the beneficials
have kept populations in check.  Beet armyworms
could become a problem of a field has been treated
for cotton fleahopper and beneficials have been
impacted by the application.

Cotton aphids and cotton bollworms have
been reported from a few fields.  Trap collections of
cotton bollworm adults (corn earworm) have been on
the increase this past week.  Where corn or sorghum
acreage is low we may see significant populations in
cotton.  Silking corn is the preferred host at this time
and most of the oviposition should occur in this crop.

Predator populations remain very high in area
cotton fields.  Spiders, Nabids (damsel bugs) and big
eyed bugs are the most abundant.  Ladybeetles,
minute pirate bugs and hooded beetles are also
common.  

CORN

Southwestern corn borer adult emergence is
on the increase.  Now is the time to scout for eggs of
the second generation.  Eggs are laid flat on the leaf
surface and overlap each other like scales on a fish.
Eggs are white when first laid and then develop three
red bands about 24 hours after being laid.  Eighty 



percent of the eggs can be found on the leaves from
2 above the ear leaf to 4 below the ear leaf.  Upon
hatching the small larvae move behind leaf collars.
After feeding at these sites for 7 to 10 days the
borers tunnel into the stalk.  Once in the stalk they
are relatively safe from control measures.  

Banks grass mites are now on the increase in
area corn fields as corn has entered into the
reproductive stage.
  

SORGHUM

False chinch bug infestations have been
reported feeding in soft dough stage sorghum.  The
economic threshold for false chinch bug is 140 per
head when infestations begin at the milk stage. 
Seed production sorghum will have a much lower
threshold, because the potential for damage to the
germ.

Fall armyworms have also been reported in
sorghum that is in the milk stage.  Don’t base
decisions to  treat on 1st and 2nd instar larvae,
because very high mortality is typical.  Base
insecticide decisions on counts of larvae greater
than ½ inch.  
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qqq   UPCOMING EVENT    qqq

High Plains Vegetable 
Field Day and Farm Tour

July 28, 2005

Texas A&M University System Agricultural
Research and Extension Center

The center is just north of the Lubbock airport. 
Take Exit 11 off I-27, turn east on Farm to Market

road 1294  about ½ mile.

Registration is at 9:00 a.m.
Attendance is free

CEU’s will be offered

For more information contact Russ Wallace
806/746-6101    rwwallace@ag.tamu.edu 
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