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GENERAL SITUATION

The major story over the past week was the rainfall event that occurred on Mother’s Day. The
majority of producers received between 1.5 to 2.25 inches of rainfall, with area totals ranging
from as little as 0.4 inches in areas of Bell County and up to 3.5 inches in the southern and
eastern portion of the Southern Blacklands Region. The rainfall was very timely and as a result,
the crops appear to be responding well.

CORN

Most of the Roundup Ready corn has already been sprayed over the top with an approved
glyphosate product. After this rain, another flush of weeds is expected where no residual
herbicide is available. As a result, there may be a need for some fields to be treated again with a
glyphosate product using drop nozzles to keep the herbicide away from the whorl of the plant.

Currently insect pressure continues to remain relatively light in both corn and grain sorghum. In
grain sorghum, populations of yellow sugarcane aphids and greenbugs have declined to non-
economical levels, and in fact are difficult to find in many fields that were infested with them
earlier. The rainfall should also help in areas where chinch bugs were beginning to establish.

COTTON
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The majority of the cotton across the area ranges from 3-5 true leaves. It is expected that fields
where uniform stands were not obtained due to lack of sufficient moisture at planting may fill-in
after this rain. If this occurs, it could make it more challenging to manage the crop later in the
season in regards to insects, growth regulators and harvest preparation. However, it remains to
be seen how much additional cotton seed germination will occur.

There are still many fields of cotton that will be planted as soon as possible, now that there is
ample planting moisture.

Thrip levels have steadily increased in most fields over the past week. With the increase in thrip
levels, so to has the damage as a result of thrip injury. By now, the seed treatments and soil
insecticides should have played out. If thrip levels are high enough in fields and damage
(upward leaf-cupping) is being found, then consider using an insecticide tank-mixed in with the
over the top application of Roundup. Also, it is good to remember that if you are using Bidrin, it
iIs common to see the effects of the Bidrin loosening whatever herbicide residue that remains in
your spray tank and hoses. So take precautions to avoid excessive herbicide injury to the cotton
when using Bidrin.

Aphid populations in cotton have decreased to very low levels over the past week. Cabbage
looper levels are slowly declining in the non-B.t. cotton; however, numbers are high enough to
cause some significant defoliation in isolated areas of fields on some of the cotton that is at 3-4
true leaves. Adult cotton fleahoppers can be found in very low numbers making their way into
cotton fields already which is not uncommon when the cotton reaches the 3-4 leaf stage. We are
still about 2 weeks away from pinhead square stage in most fields, so do not get to excited about
fleahoppers just yet.

I wanted to add a few comments about replanting. As we are getting later into the season,
decisions regarding replanting cotton becomes more difficult to make. Many fields have less
than desirable stand counts. Even though much of the unsprouted cotton seed that remained in
the ground following the initial planting appeared viable, it will take a few more days to see if
more of a stand emerges. Generally, as a rule of thumb, if you have 2 plants per foot on
average, that is generally fine. As you are fully aware of, weather conditions throughout the
season will dictate how productive the cotton crop will be. Another factor when thinking about
replanting is how many large skips in the stand is there and do you have some rows that have a
good stand and some rows that do not. The bottom line when it comes to decisions regarding
planting is that there is not necessarily a right or wrong answer at this point.
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